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MPP CROZIER’S PRIVATE MEMBER’S BILL ONE STEP CLOSER TO RAISING AWARENESS AND SAVING LIVES
Bill encourages Bone Marrow Donations
(Queen's Park) — Essex MPP Bruce Crozier’s Private Member’s Bill, the ‘Bone Marrow Awareness Month Act’ passed second reading in the Ontario legislature today. If passed, the bill will proclaim November of each year Bone Marrow Awareness Month.
The creation of this bill was inspired by Katelyn Bedard and her parents, Joanne and Bryan, founders of the Katelyn Bedard Bone Marrow Association.  Katelyn lost her battle with Leukemia at the tender age of three and a half, when she was unable to find a match within the bone marrow registry for the life-saving donation she needed.

After losing Katelyn, her parents decided to make it their mission to encourage more people to join the bone marrow registry so that no other child would have to experience the pain that Katelyn and her family did when they couldn’t find a match.

"Having Bone Marrow Awareness Month declared will bring added legitimacy to our cause,” said Bryan Bedard.  “With hundreds of Canadians needing a bone marrow transplant each year, it is imperative that people educate themselves about the bone marrow registry and add their name to the list of potential donors to bring hope to those that desperately need to find a match to save their life.” 
A bone marrow transplant is a procedure that is used to treat diseases such as leukemia, lymphoma and other blood diseases. The patient's unhealthy bone marrow is replaced with healthy bone marrow from a donor. For many people suffering from one of these diseases, a bone marrow transplant is the only hope for long term survival. 
A commonly held assumption that donating bone marrow is very painful is in fact nothing more than a myth.  The Bone Marrow transplant procedure is relatively painless, is performed under anaesthetic, and offers a quick recovery.

A transplant requires matching tissue types between patient and donor. These tissue types are inherited, but 70% of patients do not have a matched donor in their family.  These people rely on the kindness of strangers who have volunteered to donate their bone marrow through the national bone marrow registry – but sadly, the demand for life-saving bone marrow transplants far outweighs the matches found within the registry.
Crozier hopes to raise awareness through the enactment of his Private Member’s Bill and, in turn, increase the number of people on the bone marrow donor registry, in order to save lives.  
“My hope is that the memory of Katelyn Bedard inspires people to register to donate their bone marrow,” says MPP Crozier.  “There are plenty of people throughout Essex County and the province of Ontario whose lives depend on it.”

For more information on the Katelyn Bedard Bone Marrow Association, or on how to register to become a bone marrow donor, log onto www.givemarrow.net.
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