If you’re a parent, you’ve spent sleepless nights with a sick child.  If you’re a lucky parent, your child has gotten well quickly.  Too sadly, here in London about one child per week is diagnosed with some form of childhood cancer.  Fifty years ago that was a death-sentence – the survival rate was about 1%.  Today, 75% of children over-all, diagnosed with cancer, survive.  But it’s not easy.  There are tests, more tests, treatment rounds, then more tests.  All of these require trips to the hospital.  It’s a grind that can wear down the most optimistic parent, the most energetic child.  If both parents were working, invariably one must give up work, to focus on the child’s battle for health and life.  OHIP is wonderful and many parents have drug plans – a huge help, but even then incidental costs mount up.  Suddenly those pesky expenses like hospital parking fees, maybe $9.00 a day, become another in a long litany of costly if necessary indignities. And what of the other children in the family?  They too feel the fear.  They aren’t fighting for their lives, but their lives too, are turned upside-down.

At the very time when children need assurance from their parents, the parents themselves don’t know where to turn.

At a recent Lambeth Rotary breakfast meeting, members learned about the programs of CCRD – the Childhood Cancer Research Association – www.childcan.on.ca .  Marianne Hebb, Executive Director outlined the family support programs offered by the Association – monthly parking passes at the hospital, which are used many times by families over their total treatment process. This can be 2-4 years for some families. Childcan also provides financial assistance to families, evening and day-time support groups, “Quiet Rooms” at Children’s Hospital of Western Ontario, London and Windsor Regional Hospital, annual summer “Family Day” events, post-secondary school scholarships, even a New Year’s Eve party for in-patients and their families.   CCRA’s mission is to make the burden of childhood cancer a little less painful for the families in order to make the treatment process easier.
The meeting climaxed with a brief presentation by Emilie Aspinal and Laura Gilbert.  Emilie is a childhood cancer survivor.  When Laura was two her brother was diagnosed with childhood cancer, he is now a healthy 21 year old university student. Laura and her family know first hand the support they received from Childcan meant so much. Both girls are high school students and both members of Rotary’s Laurier Interact club.  On behalf of the Interact club, the girls presented Marianne with a cheque for $250.00, for CCRA.

Lambeth Rotary is proud of its association with the Laurier Interact club.  Rotary club members Audrey Dakin, Bev Cameron and Elsie Randall have been involved with the Interact club from its inception.
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Left-to-right, Rotarian Audrey Dakin, CCRA Director Marianne Hebb, Interactors (and childhood-cancer-survivors) Emilie Aspinal and Laura Gilbert, and Rotarians Bev Cameron and Elsie Randall.  Laurier (Rotary) Interact Club presented CCRA with a cheque for $250.00
For more information about Rotary international, go to www.rotary.org – to find out more about the activities of Rotary Club of London-Lambeth, leave a message for Geoff Faul at 519-652-0625.
