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Media Release 

For immediate release
Childhood Cancer costs Ontario families on treatment up to 1/3 of after-tax income
London, ON, 2007 – In the spring of 2007, a collaborative effort led by Pogo (The Pediatric Oncology Group of Ontario), and Ontario’s childhood cancer hospitals and community-based cancer care organization’s, successfully lobbied the Ontario legislature to declare one week (September 17 to September 21) in Ontario as Childhood Cancer Week
Although tremendous strides have been made over the last twenty years in the research, clinical care and treatment of childhood cancer, it continues to be the leading disease related cause of death among children in Ontario. In fact childhood cancer causes more deaths than asthma, diabetes, cystic fibrosis and AIDS combined. Each year in Ontario, 400 children are diagnosed with cancer. Two children die of cancer each week. Over 3000 children across Ontario presently are in active treatment and follow up care. In southwestern Ontario, 60 new cases of childhood cancer are diagnosed each year – more than one a week. 
Cancer has a devastating effect on children and families – physically, emotionally and economically. To bring awareness to the situation faced by these families, Childcan and Children’s Health Foundation are working collaboratively with POGO as part of a province wide initiative. Children’s Health Foundation and Childcan are separate organizations working at different spectrums of support and assistance to make sure that children and families have access to quality care and the many levels of support during treatment, recovery and beyond.
Media Opportunities: Personal Stories and Interviews

To facilitate greater awareness of the effects and human consequences of childhood cancer Childcan and Children’s Health Foundation can facilitate media contact with a number of families, organizations and healthcare providers. 
Opportunity: An 18 year old who has survived 2 battles with cancer and has become an speaking ambassador for Children’s Health Foundation looks back at her long journey with cancer – a journey of survival that shadowed the majority of her childhood. 
Opportunity: The story of a family who not only experienced the crushing news that their child had a life threatening disease but also would experience the harsh economic realities of that diagnosis. The reality that sees 1/3 of an average family’s after-tax income consumed by treatment related out of pocket costs. 
Opportunity: Computers for Kids - an innovative program sponsored by the Optimists for oncology patients at Children's Hospital that provides 20 laptop computers per year for the next 3 years ($80,000 total cost). These computers will enable children between the ages of 10 to 18 years old to cope with the isolation of being in hospital for extended periods during treatment. Through WIFI technology, both child and parent can connect with the outside world for friendship, communication, research (many of these parents know almost as much about the disease as the doctors!) and even day to day, necessities like bill paying. 
CHILDHOOD CANCER STATS
· In Southwestern Ontario, this week alone, there will be one new child and their family to receive the devastating diagnosis of childhood cancer (60 new diagnoses per year)
· Most families will receive their diagnosis through the Pediatric Oncology Services at Children’s Hospital at London Health Science Centre
· Leading disease related cause of death among kids 0-adolescence in Ontario, more deaths than asthma, diabetes, cystic fibrosis and AIDS combined

· While over 75% of children survive, two children die of cancer every week in Ontario*

· In Ontario, every year 400 children are diagnosed with cancer*

· 1 in 330 will be diagnosed with cancer by age 20 

· By the year 2010, it is estimated that between 1 in 250 to 1 in 400 young adults (aged 15-45) will be a childhood cancer survivor. (Ries, 2002 SEER Cancer Statistics Review 1973-1999, Bethesda MD National Cancer Institute)

· Pogo studies show that treatment related out-of-pocket expenses add up to more than $8 million annually for Ontario families.

· Leukemia is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in children, compromising some 30% of the total new cases diagnosed each year. Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ALL) is the most common form and compromises about 75% of the cases.  Peak incidence is at two or three years of age, with boys 20% more likely to contract the disease.  Survival rate is now 95%, with a 30% relapse rate. 

· Lymphomas and cancers of the central nervous system are the second most diagnosed children’s cancer, at 17% of total cancers diagnosed.  Sarcomas, or cancers of the muscles, bones, nerves, fat, blood or connective tissue are next at 12%, with boys 25-30% more likely to contract this form of cancer.

· Neurblastomas, which represent 95% of tumour in the sympathetic nervous system, represents 5% of all childhood cancers.

 Data Sources: the POGO Network Information System (POGONIS) & Childhood Cancer Foundation, Candlighters, Canada

Data Sources: the POGO Network Information System (POGONIS) & Childhood Cancer Foundation, Candlighters, Canada

Childcan 

Childcan raises funds to provide responsive and compassionate support services to families facing the journey through childhood cancer – from diagnosis, treatment, recovery, or bereavement.
Marianne Hebb, Executive Director, Childcan, states; “One third of a families’ annual ‘net’ income will be diverted to the cost of childhood cancer.” “In many cases, one parent will quit working to oversee treatment protocols with daily drug regimes, weekly visits to treatment clinics, doctor appointments and ongoing tests and just deal with the day to day stresses facing their family.”  

Losing an income for any length of time can cripple an already emotionally devastated family. Some parents don’t have extended health insurance that will pay their wages while caring for their child and unemployment resources are limited.  Things that any parent, whose child is living with a life threatening illness, should not be worried about! 
Childcan supports only Pediatric Oncology families in the Southwestern region of Ontario and is able to assist families at a very grass roots level that impacts each family directly. Childcan assists families initially with parking passes while on treatment, which can sometimes last as long as 3 or 4 years.  Childcan also provides financial assistance as individual as the families supported.  Childcan also assists with weekly and monthly support groups, both in London and Windsor Regional Hospital, annual events for families to just have fun, scholarships for cancer survivors and so much more.   Childcan also supports Pediatric Oncology programs and services at CHWO/LHSC, London. 
Children’s Health Foundation

Children’s Health Foundation raises and grants funds for specialized patient care, programs and equipment at Children’s Hospital and breakthrough research into childhood diseases at Children’s Health Research Institute. Specialized programs like Child Life and Art Therapy at Children’s Hospital help children with cancer deal with their disease in a way that lessens the stress and the unknown. Specifically, the Art Therapy program deals with children and youth facing cancer who often need help expressing their feelings about their illness and hospital experiences. Using the therapeutic outlet of art offers patients a variety of creative opportunities for self-expression. 
Pogo

Pogo (Pediatric Oncology Group of Ontario) is a leader in the Ontario children’s cancer arena and has been the official advisor to the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care on childhood cancer and control since 1995. 

Pogo’s Mission is to continually drive improvements across the continuum of children’s cancer care in Ontario by: 

1) ensuring access to and availability of the absolute best cancer care

2) providing essential support for children, survivors and families

3) conducting childhood cancer research

4) providing ongoing professional development opportunities
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September 17 to September 21 is Childhood Cancer Awareness Week
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