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Walkerton, ON Sept, 2007 – Canadian Blood Services and John and Barb Vandenbor of Walkerton invite everyone to celebrate “Leah’s Wish” and donate blood in memory of their daughter Leah at the 4th Annual Leah’s Wish Blood Donor Clinic at the Walkerton Knights of Columbus Hall, Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2007 from 2:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  The previous three “Leah’s Wish” clinics raised 578 units, helping over 1700 recipients.  The goal for the 4th annual Leah’s Wish clinic is 200 units, with each unit saving up to three lives.
During this special Blood Donor Clinic, residents can also participate in a silent auction to raise funds for Childcan. Working with the London Health Sciences Centre/Children’s Hospital of Western Ontario in London, Ontario, Childcan strives to enhance the quality of life for children affected with childhood cancer.
Leah’s story

In spring 2003, John and Barb Vandenbor discovered the generosity of blood donors when their then 15 year-old daughter Leah was diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia.
The kindness of blood donors provided blood products for Leah’s cancer treatments and gave the Vandenbor family extra time with Leah before her passing. 

“If people do not take the time and donate blood, a patient’s life could be in jeopardy,” says Barb Vandenbor. Her late daughter required over 35 units of the blood products such as platelets, used in cancer treatments, to combat her illness until her passing in October 2003,” said Barb.
This year, the past few months have been especially difficult to supply blood to local hospitals as donors are not keeping their appointments or not making blood donation part of their lives. John and Barb understand the real need for blood.  Their hope is that by encouraging donors in the area to come out to donate in honour of Leah, they will be helping patients receive the blood products they need.
Every year since their daughter’s passing, the Vandenbors encourage local residents to donate blood at an annual clinic held in their daughter’s honour. “Leah started this project because she said she wanted to help other children and families who require blood donations for cancer treatments,” says her mother. Helping others through this annual blood donor clinic is “Leah’s Wish.”
With years of service working in central and southern Ontario enhancing the quality of life for those children affected with childhood cancer, and their families; Childcan knows exactly what the Vandenbors have had to endure and how empowering the Vandenbors message can be to other cancer survivors.
“A diagnosis of cancer in a child is shocking and quite devastating.  It truly takes a community to help a child and family face childhood cancer.  The Vandenbor’s know that better than anyone,” said Marianne Hebb, Executive Director, Childcan.  “Childcan and Canadian Blood Services are truly blessed to have families like the Vandenbors and Allan Reid who look beyond their own personal grief to make a difference for many.”  
Blood and blood products are the common link to caner treatments and the ‘In Honour’ blood donor clinic is the best way for Walkerton residents to help other cancer patients currently waiting for blood.

“It takes one hour of your time, you can give every two months and you save up to three lives each time you donate.  Patients depend on the generosity of donors, for transfusion support, surgeries and treatments.  There is no substitute for blood,” says Tami Clark, Clinic Recruitment Coordinator, Canadian Blood Central Ontario.

If you would like to donate in honour of “Leah’s Wish”, call now to make an appointment by calling 1 888 2 DONATE (1 888 236-6283).  First time donors, age 17 to 61, are always welcome.

About Childcan – Childhood Cancer Research Association

All children in South-western Ontario receive their diagnosis through the Pediatric Oncology Services of Children’s Hospital of Western Ontario and some families will receive ongoing treatments and care in one of the satellite clinics at Windsor Regional Hospital and Grand River Hospital – Kitchener with frequent visits back to London. Childcan works with the London Health Sciences Centre/Children’s Hospital of Western Ontario, the Oncology teams, satellite clinics and various community agencies to enhance quality of life for those children affected with childhood cancer, and their families. Childcan will also provide comfort and resources to those people our families depend upon for strength and support.

About Canadian Blood Services

Canadian Blood Services is a national, not-for-profit charitable organization that manages the blood supply in all provinces and territories outside of Quebec and oversees the country's Unrelated Bone Marrow Donor Registry. A dedicated team of about 4,800 staff and 17,000 volunteers enable us to operate 40 permanent collection sites and more than 20,000 donor clinics annually. Canadian Blood Services is a non-governmental organization, however the Provincial and Territorial Ministers of Health provide operational funding, and the federal government, through Health Canada, is responsible for regulating the blood system.
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For further information please call:

Tami Clark, Clinic Recruitment Coordinator
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Tel: (705) 730-1723   Cell (705) 715-1590
1-800-901-1719 ext 2

tami.clark@blood.ca
Marianne Hebb, Executive Director, Childcan
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